COMPANY LETTERHEAD
To 
DG HOME
home-b1-borders@ec.europa.eu
cab-brunner-contact@ec.europa.eu
 
DG MOVE
MOVE-C1-SECRETARIAT@ec.europa.eu
 
DG ENEST
ENEST-Webmaster@ec.europa.eu


Urgent Request for Immediate EU-Level Intervention - Critical Disruption Risk Due to 90/180-Day Rule Application to Professional Drivers of WB

Dear Madam/Sir,
We are writing to you on behalf of [Company name], an EU-based company whose operations depend directly and substantially on international road freight transport capacities provided by operators from the Western Balkans, including the Republic of Serbia.
We wish to formally express our grave concern regarding the immediate and escalating consequences of the strict application of the 90 days in 180 days Schengen stay limitation to professional road freight drivers employed by these operators.
This issue has now moved beyond regulatory interpretation and has become an acute operational crisis.
As of March, a significant proportion of professional drivers engaged in international freight transport to and through the European Union will exceed the permitted 90-day threshold. Once this occurs, they will be legally prevented from continuing transport operations within the Schengen area. In practical terms, this means that a large number of planned transport movements will not be initiated at all.
The consequences are neither theoretical nor long-term, they are immediate, measurable, and economically damaging:
· A sudden and severe reduction in available road freight capacity;
· Immediate disruption of established supply chains across multiple Member States;
· Delays in production cycles dependent on just-in-time deliveries;
· Escalation of transport costs due to reduced market capacity;
· Contractual breaches and financial exposure for EU-based companies;
· Increased inflationary pressure across supply-dependent sectors.

Many EU companies, including ours, have structured their logistics and procurement strategies over years in reliance on legally operating and fully compliant transport operators from the Western Balkans. These operators conduct international freight transport under valid multilateral and bilateral permits and in full compliance with EU transport legislation.
The current situation therefore does not represent a matter of migration policy alone, it has evolved into a structural risk to the stability of the EU internal market and the resilience of European supply chains.
We are aware that during the Technical Working Group meeting held on 11 February 2026, with participation from DG HOME, DG MOVE and DG ENEST, the possibility of applying for specific long-stay visas for professional drivers was mentioned as a potential interim solution. However, the absence of harmonized, operational, and accelerated procedures across Member States renders this option insufficient to address the urgency of the crisis.
Given the rapidly approaching depletion of available transport capacity, we respectfully but urgently request clarification:
1. Does the European Commission intend to introduce or recommend a coordinated and harmonized short-term solution within the next 30 days to prevent severe market disruption?
2. Will the Commission issue immediate guidance to Member States to ensure fast-track and uniform treatment of professional drivers essential to international freight transport?
3. Are emergency or exceptional interim measures being considered to safeguard continuity of critical logistics flows within the EU?
Without rapid and coordinated intervention at EU level, the shortage of transport capacity will intensify within weeks, with cascading effects across manufacturing, retail, energy supply chains, and cross-border trade.
We strongly believe that immediate action is necessary not only to protect third-country transport operators, but to safeguard the operational continuity and competitiveness of EU industry itself.
We remain at your disposal to provide data on transport volumes, capacity impact projections, and sector-specific consequences, and we stand ready to contribute constructively to any urgent dialogue aimed at resolving this matter.

Best regards

Signature
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